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Hazard Alert: Attractive Nuisance Awareness

What is an Attractive Nuisance?

An attractive nuisance is a dangerous condition or object on a landowner’s property that may attract children onto the 
property and pose a danger to them. The attractive nuisance doctrine imposes a duty on landowners to treat trespassing 
children the same as an invitee to the property. Thus, even if visitors are not authorized to be on the property, landowners—
including municipalities—can be held liable for physical harm to children if they fail to exercise reasonable care to eliminate 
potential dangers or provide adequate warning of the dangerous condition.

Common Attractive Nuisance in Municipalities

•	 Unsecured construction sites (open trenches, scaffolding, equipment)
•	 Stormwater ponds, culverts, and retention basins
•	 Unfenced or unlocked maintenance yards
•	 Idle or parked heavy equipment
•	 Storage areas with chemicals, tools, or debris
•	 Unfinished or abandoned public infrastructure
•	 Unsecured public swimming pools

Pub l i shed by  the  C I RSA R i sk  Con t ro l  Depa r tment  SAFER TOGETHER

page 1 of 2

https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/reasonable_care


CIRSA HAZARD ALERT

3665 Cherry Creek North Drive • Denver Colorado 80209 • 303-757-5475 • 800-228-7136 • CIRSA.org

Attractive Nuisance Awareness (cont.)

Risk Control Responsibilities

•	 Fence off or lock access to construction zones and equipment yards
•	 Use barriers and warning signs around open trenches or excavation sites
•	 Remove unused or broken equipment from public areas
•	 Store tools and chemicals in locked, secure containers
•	 Fence off and lock gates to public swimming pools; store pool toys out of sight
•	 Include attractive nuisance checks in regular site inspections
•	 Document hazards and corrective actions taken
•	 Train crews on recognizing attractive nuisance risks
•	 Report unsafe conditions immediately to supervisors or risk management

Legal & Liability Considerations

Under the attractive nuisance doctrine, municipalities may be liable if:

•	 A dangerous condition exists on public property
•	 The municipality knew or should have known the dangerous condition would attract child trespassers to the property
•	 The municipality fails to take reasonable steps to prevent child access or injury

Final Reminder

If it looks fun, interesting, or climbable, it could be an attractive nuisance. All municipal departments are the front line in 
protecting the public and reducing liability. Stay alert, secure hazards, and report concerns.

Sources

Cornell Law School – Legal Definition of Attractive Nuisance Doctrine

•	 https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/attractive_nuisance_doctrine

PRISM Risk Management – Not So Attractive Nuisances

•	 https://www.prismrisk.gov/member-services/guidance-and-resource-library/risk-simplified/prism-risk-simplified/not-so-attractive-nuisances/

OSHA – Work Area Control Standard 1926.1424

•	 https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1926/1926.1424

National Safety Council – Public Safety Around Construction Projects

•	 https://www.nsc.org/getmedia/e49dda57-8cc7-4999-8f6f-48f2461c65fd/public-safety-around-construction-projects.pdf.aspx
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