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	Additional Information: Several types, shapes and blade lengths exist for machetes. It is important to understand the limitations and intended use for  
	Approved by: CIRSA Loss Control 



	

	Sequence of Job/Task
	Potential Hazards
	Recommended Actions, Procedures and/or Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
	Inspection & Evaluation

	Ensure adequate training has been received and/or hands-on competency demonstrations shown.
	Inadequate training or competency demonstrations may result in property damage, injury, illness or death.
	Minimum training shall consist of the following:

1) Review and understanding of this JSA.

2) Review and understanding of any applicable policies, written plans, SOP’s and/or forms.
3) Understanding of all applicable job/task specific medical requirements.
4) General hazards associated with machetes.
5) Types of PPE and their usage.

6) Roles and responsibilities of personnel, supervisors and mgt. staff.

7) Emergency response and rescue procedures, where applicable and necessary.

8) Employee competency demonstrations via hands-on training.
	

	Don (apply) PPE.
	Potential for injury, illness, property damage and/or death.
	Minimum required PPE should include, safety glasses, face shields, long pants, protective coveralls and/or chaps, leather (or equivalent) gloves and safety shoes/boots.
	

	Remove from protective sheath.
	Potential for injury, illness, property damage and/or death.
	Protective sheaths should be available for all machetes. While most come with a leather, vinyl or other “soft” sheath, a hard sheath is recommended to prevent injury.
	

	Personnel Spacing.
	Potential for injury, illness, property damage and/or death.
	A minimum safety zone of 10 feet should be maintained between any personnel using machetes.  

This zone should extend 10 feet in any direction. This prevents multiple personnel working in the same area from accidental contact due to varying lengths of arm/swing motion, body positioning and speed of movement through the brush, weeds, etc.
	

	Usage.
	Potential for injury, illness, property damage and/or death.
	1) Lean slightly forward while using the machete. Tighten the abs, lower back and all core muscle groups to help maintain stability and prevent strain/sprain injuries.
2) Clear all small vines, weeds, etc., prior to cutting larger vegetation.

3) Always chop away from the body. Right handed personnel should swing from the body outward to the right. Left handed personnel should swing from the body outward to the left. This helps prevent excess momentum from bringing the person into the path of the blade should someone trip, slip and or fall. 

4) Do not swing the machete across the body or position the feet or hands within the swing radius of the machete. Where branches, vines or other debris must be held with one hand in order to be chopped, ensure that the hand is place in the farthest possible location away from the chopping point and always swing away from the body/swing radius.

5) Where vertical cutting is necessary, the cuts should never be made directly in front of the body. Vertical cuts should be made with the body “side-stepped” away from the swing radius/arc of the blade.

6) “Walk-cutting” or swinging the blade with a continuous walking pace in any direction should not be employed. This significantly increases the potential for injury.
7) It is not recommended to cut branches larger than 1” in diameter.  Use a hand saw or chain saw for anything larger than this diameter.
	

	Maintenance & Storage.
	Potential for injury, illness, property damage and/or death.
	Ensure all components are secure before and after each use. Inspect rivets, bolts, etc.

Evaluate for any cracks, gouges, burs, etc. 

Ensure blade is properly sharpened before each use.  Do not use grinding wheels to sharpen machetes. Files, sharpening stones and pucks or equivalent sharpening medium should be used.
Clean machete to remove any oils or residue that could be left over from contact with poisonous plants. Remove any dirt, debris, tree sap, etc.
Applying a thin layer of rust protectant will help maintain longevity of the instrument. 

Store machetes in protective sheaths after each use.

Destroy and dispose of any machetes that are beyond a level of acceptable repair.
	

	Safety Task Complete.
	None.
	None.
	


